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These days, grass-roots rela-
tions between Catholics and Mor-
mons are often cordial. When Mor-
mon missionaries come to the door,
they are neatly dressed and well-
groomed. In my experience, they
don’t approach until well into a
conversation, a conversation which
often won’t take place if they detect
inconvenience or impatience on the
part of the resident. Moreover, at
the public persona level, when one
thinks of Mormons, one thinks of
(besides the bright-eyed missionar-
ies) Donny and Marie Osmond, the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and
wholesome television ads. Catho-
lics, therefore, tend to give little
thought to Mormonism and when
they do, it is with vaguely positive
feelings. But there is, not to make
too blunt a point about it, much
more to Mormonism than meets
the eye.

For example, Mormon mis-
sionary activities are not limited to
sending pairs of kids out peddling

“around residential neighborhoods,
but rather comprise a massive, and
increasingly effective, international
effort to bring thousands of people
each year into the Mormon fold.
Mormon pro-life sentiment might
perdure at the individual level, but
their ecclesiastical leadership has
quietly altered Mormonism’s abor-
tion stance into one almost indis-
tinguishable from that of main-
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stream anti-life America. Most
importantly, though, at the level of
theology, Mormonism withholds
from public promotion, and from
persons beginning their inquiries
into the Mormon religion, numer-
ous tenets of faith which will
strike even nominal Catholics as,
at best, internally inconsistent (such
as official acceptance of divorce
and remarriage), and at times, just
kooky (for example, God the Father
was once a human being, created by
an older God, and who now lives
on a planet named Kolob).

Several years ago, Isaiah Ben-
nett, then a Catholic priest, under-
went a personal crisis of faith and
left not only active ministry, but the
Catholic Church itself. He left the
Church not for empty atheism
or monetary self-promotion, but

EGINNING WITH A -

BRIEF, ACCURATE,

AND CHARITABLE “OVERVIEW”
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METHODS, BENNETT EXAMINES
IN THIS VERY MANAGEABLE

VOLUME SOME TWO DOZEN KEY

POINTS OF MORMON FAITH IN

LIGHT OF CATHOLIC TRUTH.

rather for the superficially attrac-
tive facade of Mormonism. Bennett
moved up steadily through the
stages of Mormon initiation, and
reciprocated the many kindnesses
he received from their hands by
applying himself to a careful study
of Mormon faith, eventually be-
coming an apologist for Mormon-
ism. As time passed, though, he
was unable to sidestep any longer
the intellectual and apologetical
contradictions inherent in Mormon-
ism, and he left their fold. He
returned to the Catholic Church,
sought and received legitimate lai-
cization from the clerical state, and
now lives a quiet life of writing. He
neither hides nor boasts about his
lapse from the Catholic Faith but,
to borrow a metaphort, his book
When Mormons Call surely qualifies

as a silver lining to that cloud.
Beginning with a brief, accu-
rate, and charitable “Overview” of
Mormon missionary methods, Ben-
nett examines in this very manage-
able volume some two dozen key
points of Mormon faith in light of
Catholic truth. His topics include
an explanation of who Mormons
believe Jesus Christ was (for exam-
ple, besides being a subordinate
God, Mormons believe Jesus is
Satan’s spirit-brother), who Joseph
Smith was (the founder of Mor-
monism who died participating in
a jail house shoot-out in 1844), and
what those majestic white Temples
are for (attendance therein is the
only way for Mormons to attain
“salvation,” but only about one
Mormon in five is eligible for tem-
ple admission, and many do not re-
(continued on page 46)
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folldwing the will of God. Al-
though St™gthony knew he had a
vocation wherhe ¢ was child, later
when he became atea nciscan, he
was greatly disappointed when
health prevented him from préach-

ing and serving in Morocco. “ ATl

through the winter and far into the
spring he had to stay in bed. What
did God want him to do?”

Even when life seems impos-
sible, the saints persevered. Not
knowing where he would get the
money for his schooling to become
a priest, St. John Bosco refused the.

(continued from page page 42)
turn after their first visit), and so on.
Bennett’s chapter on the “Book

of Mormon,” to take some time
with just one example, runs a little
over 12 easy-to-read pages. In the
Book of Mormon, Bennett explains,
there is supposedly contained the
history of a huge Hebrew civiliza-
tion in the Americas, allegedly pre-
sent for over 1,000 years until a cat-
aclysmic battle resulted in the death
of hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple around the year 421. Of course,
not a shred of independent evi-
dence that the Hebrew race spent a
millennium in America has ever
been found. Nevertheless, the his-
tory of this civilization was sup-
posedly written on some large
golden tablets that the religiously-
confused (my words, not Bennett’s)
young Joseph Smith claimed to
have found buried one day in a
New York field. These tablets were
never seen by anyone but Smith
— notwithstanding a few people
who claimed to have seen them
in a vision, and a few others who
claimed to have “hefted” some-
thing big and wrapped up in a
burlap sack, something that Smith
asserted were the tablets and since
then they have been carried off

vine Providence when he an-
nounced ambitious plans to build
a new church. “”"We have to build
a great church dedicated to Our
Lady, Help of Christians!” he an-
nounced. ‘But we don’t have enough

~ oney’ his helpers protested. ’When 7

aye we waited until we herd
enough~goney before starti 152 The
Virgin Matyh ersel x1ll provide
whatever wer ‘ Each brick in
the buildin og will Bosg g1ft from
Maryl”* N
“For almost every s1tuat10n

! encounter the saints have wrestled

with the same issue. We have only
to seek their advice through prayer.

Laying the foundation of a vir-
tuous life begins when a child is
young. Don’t wait until your child
is old enough to read these for him-

by an angel. In any case, Smith
claimed the tablets were written in
what he called “Reformed Egyp-
tian” (a language unknown then
and now to any linguist or Egyp-
tologist). According to most ac-
counts, Smith translated the text by
putting a rock in his hat, covering
his face with it, and waiting for
words to appear on the stone,
which he in turn dictated to a secre-
tary. If it were not for the fact that
a large religious group takes this
story quite seriously, one might be
inclined to write the whole thing
off as a Mark Twain yarn.
Bennett, for his part, fairly
notes that some prominent Mor-
mon scholars doubt the story of the
Golden Tablets. They find it sim-
pler to attribute the alleged histo-
ries to Smith’s active imagination
and his passing familiarity with
the King James Bible style of prose,
and that in any case nearly all of
the modern marks of Mormonism
(including polytheism, essential
but secret rituals for salvation, and
even abstinence from coffee and
tea) were added well after the Book
of Mormon came into existence.
Even its subtitle, “Another Testa-
ment of Jesus Christ,” was only
added in 1981 in an attempt to make

self. These wonderful boglks™will
make a welcome addjgion to your
read aloud collectiofi. These books
offer childrchance to see that
being Aint is a glorious thing,
Something we should all want
o be Offer your children a refresh-
ing change from the world around
them, offer them a taste of heaven
through the lives of the saints.

Elizabeth Yank writes from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin where she home educates her
five children.

the work seem more Christian.

Bennett’s book is easy to read
and easy to use. There is no hint of
bitterness, and certainly no “expose”
of bizarre Satanic rituals and so
forth because, as Bennett states,
there are no such things in Mor-
monism. Rather, Mormonism comes
across rather plainly as a hodge-
podge of nineteenth-century Ameri-
can Protestantism, blended with
Smith’s own muddled theology,
and sustained by an inarticulate
(and ultimately ineffective) reaction
against the vices of modern Ameri-
ca in particular, and the western
world in general. Bennett’s goal is
not simply to point out the com-
plete inability of Mormonism to an-
swer man’s greatest needs, but to
remind others what he himself for-
got for too long, namely, that Christ
and his Church are the only true
refuge for lost souls.

Dr. Peters directs the Office for Canonical
Affairs for the Diocese of San Diego,
where he and his wife Angela are raising
their six children.
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